NOBEL
not -be settled without litigation. This indeed is only natural
when we consider the magnitude of the estate, the fact that it was
distributed throughout several different countries, the size and in
some cases the complicated nature of the individual undertakings
in which Alfred Nobel had been interested, and the fact that the
executors were necessarily often in doubt as to the best way of
winding up the business that represented his many and varied
activities. It is impossible to give more than a short summarising
sketch of the manner in which such problems were dealt with.
The various kinds of shares, etc., in foreign companies, consisting
altogether of some hundreds of different varieties of securities, were
generally dealt with by being sold on the Stock Exchange.
Alfred Nobel's furnished house in the Avenue Malakoff, as well as
that at Bjorkborn, were sold by public auction. The villa at San
Remo was bought with its furniture by one of Nobel's German
business friends, Max A. Philipp of Hamburg.
Alfred Nobel's holding in the Nobel Brothers Russian Naphtha
Company was acquired by the Russian branch of the family. The
previous owner succeeded in forming a syndicate to take over
Nobel's shares and interests in Bofors, so that the works there
remained in Swedish hands and were able to develop on their
previous lines.
In connection with the winding up of experimental undertakings
the executors decided to allow Alfred Nobel's laboratory at Bjork-
born to carry on its operations for one year, and that the contracts
with the various inventors whose research work was financed by
Nobel should remain in force for one year. This decision produced
results that were also financially satisfactory.
Alfred Nobel's library of literary and scientific works, his
archives containing his correspondence and a large number of papers
relating to his inventive activities, as well as a number of selected
objects of interest in his laboratory, have been preserved, and
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